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Global Gateway: Moving Bay Area Goods

Port of Oakland
The Port of Oakland serves as 
a gateway to global trade and 
handles more than 99 percent of the 
containerized goods moving through 
Northern California. The Port of Oakland 
ranks as one of California’s three largest 
container ports, which together carry 
approximately half of the nation’s total 
container cargo volume.

	Oakland 
International Airport

Airports are a critical component of 
goods movement systems. Oakland 
International Airport is the third 
busiest domestic air freight airport in 
California, home to a major FedEx 
hub, and critical for high-value 
goods movement shipments in the 
growing e-commerce sector.

Rail Freight Network
Alameda County is home to an 
extensive rail network and two 
intermodal cargo terminals at the Port 
of Oakland. Two Class I rail carriers, 
Union Pacific and BNSF Railway, 
operate in Alameda County, in addition  
to multiple passenger rail services, such  
as Capitol Corridor and Amtrak, which 
operate on the same corridors.

Highway Freight Network
While most freeways in the county carry 
an average of five to 15 thousand trucks 
per day, major freight corridors such as 
portions of I-880, I-580 and I-238 carry 
upwards of 20,000 trucks per day.
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Goods Movement
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Goods Movement Performance
Alameda County is home to critical goods movement infrastructure, including the Port of Oakland, the 
Oakland International Airport, and various rail and highway infrastructure, that the rest of the region relies 
on to bring goods to and from international and domestic markets. Strong network performance is essential 
to keep goods moving and support the economy, while efforts to ensure community-supportive goods 
movement projects and programs are advanced are essential to reduce emissions and increase safety of 
goods movement.

Port Continued to Face
Challenges in 2023
The Port of Oakland’s total container 
volumes, which have slowly fallen over   
the past few years, dropped an additional 
11.6% year-over-year in 2023 amidst 
challenging global trade conditions. 
Despite the decline, Oakland remained 
the 9th busiest container port in the US.  
The Port typically receives a minimum of 
2,500 inbound truck trips per day, with an 
average of nearly 5,000 truck trips 
depending on weekday activity. 

Trade Remains Balanced
The drop in total annual trade volume 
was largely the result of a decrease in 
imports and empty containers. Overall 
trade remains roughly balanced, as 
imports and exports continued to hover 
around an even 50%/50% split.

Goods Movement Employment 
Continues to Grow
Goods movement is a major force 
in Alameda County’s economy 
and the industrial sector provides 
opportunities for a range of educational 
backgrounds. Employment in industrial 
industries grew at double the rate of 
overall job growth in the East Bay, which 
includes Contra Costa County, between 
2011 and 2021.
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