
November 27 2012 

 

Mark Green, Chair 

Alameda County Transportation Commission 

1333 Broadway, Suite 300 

Oakland, CA 94612 

 

Re:  Detailed Grant Guidelines for One Bay Area Grant Program 

 

Dear Chair Green and Alameda CTC Commissioners:   

 

We are writing to follow-up on our October 1
st
 letter recommending ways to incorporate 

affordable housing and neighborhood stabilization into ACTC’s One Bay Area Grant 

(OBAG) implementation plan.  We are pleased that staff has included “Affordable 

Housing Creation and Preservation” among the scoring criteria for OBAG projects; 

however, we urge you to increase the weighting given to these criteria in order to make 

them a meaningful part of the scoring process.   

 

The staff proposal for the OBAG grant guidelines (Item 7B for the November 19, 2012 

Policy, Planning and Legislative Committee packet) increases a project’s score if it is in a 

jurisdiction that has strategies to preserve and create affordable housing. Unfortunately, 

projects can only earn up to 3 points for such policies, while the total maximum project 

score on all criteria is 100 points.  This is simply too low a number of points to make a 

difference in a project’s ranking and fails to reflect the critical nature of affordable 

housing creation and anti-displacement efforts to a successful transit-oriented 

development (TOD).  Moreover, we are disappointed that affordable housing creation 

and affordable housing preservation were combined into one category, as each is a 

distinct and important goal with different policy solutions.   

 

In order to address these issues, we recommend that you incorporate into the Affordable 

Housing Creation and Preservation category, three separate criteria, that together can 

earn a city at least 15 points.  These are: 

 

1) Past affordable housing production,  

2) Future affordable housing production, and  

3) Current affordable housing preservation (including anti-displacement 

strategies).  

 

We would be more than happy to work with the Board and staff on identifying how best 

to re-allocate the points amongst the policy-goal related scoring criteria.  We believe it is 

entirely feasible to increase the weight given to affordable housing issues while maintain 

other important goals including project delivery/readiness and achieving VMT reduction 

through access to affordable and frequent transit.  

 

Expanding the scope of the Affordable Housing Creation and Preservation criteria will 

recognize a more full range of affordable housing and neighborhood stabilization efforts 
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by cities to address housing needs within the PDAs.  Attachment A lays out a way that 

these criteria could be implemented to both reward cities for creating equitable and 

transit-supportive TOD while also giving them the flexibility they need to address the 

particular housing challenges facing their cities.  

 

We look forward to continuing to work with you on developing the OBAG guidelines as 

well as the long-term PDA Growth and Investment Strategy for the benefit of all of 

Alameda’s residents, our economy and environment. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Equitable TOD Coalition: 

 

Asian Pacific Environmental Network (APEN)   

Building Opportunities for Self-Sufficiency (BOSS)  

Causa Justa::Just Cause (CJJC)  

Center for Sustainable Neighborhoods 

Congregations Organizing for Renewal (COR) 

East Bay Asian Local Development Corporation (EBALDC) 

East Bay Housing Organizations (EBHO)   

Genesis  

Greenbelt Alliance   

Public Advocates 

St. Mary’s Center  

TransForm 

Urban Habitat  

 

 

 

Attachment A: Equitable TOD Coalition One-Page Proposal for Alameda County’s 

OBAG Guidelines re: Affordable Housing Creation and Preservation 

 

Cc: Art Dao, Executive Director of Alameda CTC 

Beth Walukas, Direct of Planning, Alameda CTC 

Tess Lengyel, Deputy Director of Policy, Public Affairs and Legislation 
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