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In the ñBeginning...ò

ñRancho San Antonio was 

located on the east side of 

San Francisco Bay, 

between San Leandro and 

El Cerrito creeks, and 

reached from the crest of 

the hill to the water, all of 

which is now occupied by 

six and one half cities ...ò



Small Towns Appear in the Rancho

¸ The original communities of Oakland 

include:

¸ Fitchburg

¸ Fruit Vale 

¸ Dimond 

¸ Melrose 

¸ Elmhurst



Downtown ñTODò, 1888

Washington Street



¸ 1906: Model T created

¸ 1916: Zoning for separation of land uses, 
bank funding trends follow

¸ 1930's: Streetcar and rail lines removed

¸ 1950's: Freeways!

20th Century Changes



1998 General Plan: High Density 

Development: Corridors and Stations



Transit-Oriented Development Zoning



21nd Century: Back to the Future

¸ New zoning to integrate uses, and increase TOD 
density and livable design

¸ Policy support for bus and rail

¸ Attempts to reintroduce fixed transit and 
specialized bus service 

¸ Use of  Priority Development Areas as a way to 
focus planning and funding 



Citywide ñPò Development Areas



Example: West Oakland 

Priority Development Area


