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Methodology

Telephone Survey of Alameda County Voters

813 completed interviews As with any opinion research, 
the release of selected figures 

Overall Margin of error + 3.4%

Conducted March 6 - March 14,  2011

Interviews conducted by trained, professional 

interviewers in English, Spanish & Cantonese

Results weighted to reflect likely voter population 

distribution in November 2012

from this report without the 
analysis that explains their 
meaning would be damaging to 
EMC.  Therefore, EMC reserves 
the right to correct any 
misleading release of this data 
in any medium through the 
release of correct data or 
analysis.

distribution in November, 2012
Please note that due to 
rounding, percentages may not 
add up to exactly 100%
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Region # of 
interviews

Margin of 
Error (±)

Weighted 
% of 

Population
Central Alameda Co. 170 7.5% 21%

East Alameda Co. 121 8.9% 15%
North Alameda Co. 376 5.1% 46%
South Alameda Co. 146 8.0% 18%
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Issue Environment

4

High Quality Roads & Public Transit Are Crucial 

It is crucial to have high quality roads and public transit, even if it means raising taxes.

Both / Neither / Don't Know

Which of the following is closer to your opinion (Q32)

46%

53%

56%

7%

7%

3%

46%

40%

39%

E t Al d  C  (15%)

Central Alameda Co. (21%)

Overall (100%)

Both / Neither / Don t Know

42%

65%

46%

5%

3%

7%

53%

32%

46%

South Alameda Co. (18%)

North Alameda Co. (46%)

East Alameda Co. (15%)
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Strongly agree Somewhat agree (Don’t Know/Refused) Somewhat disagree Strongly disagree

Please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree with each 
of the following statements about Alameda County (Q33-44)

The Majority Agree That Streets/Roads & 
Public Transportation Have Gotten Worse

56% 26% 3% 12% 4%
Q34. Our streets and roads have gotten worse over the 

last few years.  

33% 29% 9% 20% 8%
Q35. Our public transportation system has gotten worse 

over the last few years.  
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Strongly agree Somewhat agree (Don’t Know/Refused) Somewhat disagree Strongly disagree

Please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree with each 
of the following statements about Alameda County (Q33-44)

There is Support for Public Transportation

46% 25% 3% 12% 14%
Q41. I would take public transportation more often if it 

were faster and more reliable.

15% 18% 4% 28% 35%
Q40. We spend too much taxpayer money on public 
transportation systems that few people really use. 
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Strongly agree Somewhat agree (Don’t Know/Refused) Somewhat disagree Strongly disagree

Please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree with each 
of the following statements about Alameda County (Q33-44)

Attitudes on Projects & Improvements

59%

57%

55%

46%

50%

30%

31%

32%

39%

32%

4%

2%

2%

2%

3%

4%

6%

7%

9%

7%

3%

4%

4%

4%

8%

Q43. Transporting more cargo by train instead of by truck can 
reduce congestion and improve air quality.

Q38. Improving public transportation can have a significant 
impact on reducing traffic.

Q37. Improving public transportation can have a significant 
impact on local air quality and public health.

Q33. Improving our streets, roads and public transit will create 
jobs and improve the local economy.

Q36. Improving public transportation can have a significant 
impact on reducing greenhouse gas emissions

38%

33%

37%

43%

42%

37%

5%

8%

2%

9%

12%

15%

6%

5%

9%

impact on reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

Q42. Improving the use of technology on our roads & public 
transit can have a significant impact on reducing traffic.

Q44. Making it easier to move cargo from the Port of Oakland 
through Alameda County can improve our local economy

Q39. Making it easier and safer to walk and bicycle can have a 
significant impact on reducing traffic.
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Attitudes by Improvement Type

57% 31% 2% 6% 4%Q38. Improving public transportation can have a significant 
impact on reducing traffic

Strongly agree Somewhat agree (Don’t Know/Refused) Somewhat disagree Strongly disagree

Public Transportation

55%

46%

50%

38%

46%

38%

32%

39%

32%

43%

39%

43%

2%

2%

3%

5%

2%

5%

7%

9%

7%

9%

9%

9%

4%

4%

8%

6%

4%

6%

impact on reducing traffic.
Q37. Improving public transportation can have a significant 

impact on local air quality and public health.
*Q33. Improving our streets, roads and PUBLIC TRANSIT will 

create jobs and improve the local economy.
Q36. Improving public transportation can have a significant 

impact on reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
*Q42. Improving the use of technology on our roads & PUBLIC 

TRANSIT can have a significant impact on reducing traffic.

*Q33. Improving our STREETS, ROADS and public transit will 
create jobs and improve the local economy.

*Q42. Improving the use of technology on our ROADS & public 
transit can have a significant impact on reducing traffic.

Streets / Roads & Highways

59%

33%

37%

30%

42%

37%

4%

8%

2%

4%

12%

15%

3%

5%

9%

g p g

Q43. Transporting more cargo by train instead of by truck can 
reduce congestion and improve air quality.

Q44. Making it easier to move cargo from the Port of Oakland 
through Alameda County can improve our local economy

Q39. Making it easier and safer to walk and bicycle can have a 
significant impact on reducing traffic.

Cargo / Freight

Pedestrian Safety
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Attitudes by Potential Effect

59% 30% 4%4%
3%*Q43. Transporting more cargo by train instead of by truck can 

REDUCE CONGESTION d i  i  li

Strongly agree Somewhat agree (Don’t Know/Refused) Somewhat disagree Strongly disagree

Reducing Traffic / Congestion

59%

57%

38%

37%

46%

33%

30%

31%

43%

37%

39%

42%

4%

2%

5%

2%

2%

8%

4%

6%

9%

15%

9%

12%

4%

6%

9%

4%

5%

REDUCE CONGESTION and improve air quality.
Q38. Improving public transportation can have a significant 

impact on reducing traffic.
Q42. Improving the use of technology on our roads & public 

transit can have a significant impact on reducing traffic.
Q39. Making it easier and safer to walk and bicycle can have a 

significant impact on reducing traffic.

Q33. Improving our streets, roads and public transit will create 
jobs and improve the local economy.

Q44. Making it easier to move cargo from the Port of Oakland 
through Alameda County can improve our local economy

Improving the economy

59%

55%

50%

30%

32%

32%

4%

2%

3%

4%

7%

7%

3%

4%

8%

g y p y

*Q43. Transporting more cargo by train instead of by truck can 
reduce congestion and IMPROVE AIR QUALITY.

Q37. Improving public transportation can have a significant 
impact on local air quality and public health.

Q36. Improving public transportation can have a significant 
impact on reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

Improving Air Quality / Environmental
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* Duplicated Question

Measure B Renewal
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G d Thi D 't k B d Thi

As you may know, voters in Alameda County approved Measure B in 2000, a half cent sales tax that 
funds road and transit projects and programs all across Alameda County. In general, would you say 
Measure B has been a good thing for Alameda County, or a bad thing for Alameda County? (Q6)

A Plurality Believe Measure B Has Been a Good Thing 

49%

54%

48%

29%

24%

27%

21%

21%

25%

Overall (100%)

Central Alameda Co. (21%)

East Alameda Co. (15%)

Good Thing Don t know Bad Thing

48%

50%

45%

27%

33%

27%

25%

18%

28%

0% 67%

( )

North Alameda Co. (46%)

South Alameda Co. (18%)
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A Renewal Wins More Than Two-Thirds (72%) 

There may be a measure on the ballot 
next year in Alameda County that would

d h   h lf  

22%

100%

N  j
23% No

• extend the existing half cent 
transportation sales tax to 

• address an updated plan for the 
county’s current and future 
transportation needs.  

The money from this measure:

• could only be spent on the voter-
67%

4%
5%

2%

33%

67%

No, reject

(Lean no)

Undecided/
DK

(Lean yes) 72% Yes
could only be spent on the voter-
approved expenditure plan

• all money from this measure would 
stay in Alameda County and could 
not be taken by the state.  0%

Yes, 
approve
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There is No Opposition Above 1/3 in Any Region 

4%

23%
30% 32%

16%

29%

100%

No, reject

72% 68%
59%

80%

64%

5%
2%

9%
7%

33%

67%

Undecided
/DK

0%

Overall (100%) Central 
Alameda

(21%)

East 
Alameda

(15%)

North 
Alameda

(46%)

South 
Alameda

(18%)

Yes, 
approve
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Vote by Region:
The North Drives Support above 2/3rds

North
(46%)

68%

59%

80%

64%
67% 

Central
(21%)

(46%)

East
(15%)

South 
(18%)
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Bubble size corresponds to representation in sample; 
% who would vote to approve the measure shown
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Vote by Gender & Age: 
All Above 2/3rds

70% 73% 76%
69% 70% 72% 72%

67% 

Male 
(47%)

Female 
(53%) 18-29

(13%) 30-39 
(13%)

40-49 
(17%)

50-64 
(34%) 65+ 

(23%)
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Bubble size corresponds to representation in sample; 
% who would vote to approve the measure shown

16

Vote by Party & Vote History:
Republicans Are The Only Group Below Two-thirds (51%)

R  
DTS/
O h  

Less 
Likely 
V

Likely
V

Perfect
V

78%

51%

69% 72% 71% 72%
67% 

Dem. (60%)
Rep. 

(16%)
Other 
(25%)

Voters
(42%)

Voters
(33%)

Voters
(25%)
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Bubble size corresponds to representation in sample; 
% who would vote to approve the measure shown
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A Majority of Voters (54%) Prefer Making the Existing 
Sales Tax Permanent

54% 54%
51%

56%

48%

A measure that extends the 
existing transportation sales tax 
for another 20 years.

Which you would prefer? (Q30)

29%
26% 27%

31%
33%

48%

16%
18%

21%

13%

18%

A measure that makes the 
existing transportation sales tax 
permanent, but allows the public 
to vote on how that money is 
spent now, and again in 20 years.

Both

1% 2% 1% 1% 1%

13%

Overall (100%) Central 
Alameda…

East 
Alameda…

North 
Alameda…

South 
Alameda…

Neither / Don't Know
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48%

A measure that extends the 
existing half cent transportation 
sales tax at the same rate, with a 

Which you would prefer? (Q31)

45% Prefer Extending the Existing Half Cent Sales 
Tax at the Same Rate

45% 46%
48%

43%
45%

39%

35%
31%

46%

33%

15%
17%

21% 21%

smaller set of funded projects 
and programs.

A measure that increases the 
existing half cent transportation 
sales tax by one quarter of a 
cent, with a larger set of funded 
projects and programs.

Both

1% 2% 1% 1%

10%

Overall (100%) Central 
Alameda…

East 
Alameda…

North 
Alameda…

South 
Alameda…

Neither / Don't Know
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Potential Programs & Projects

20

Program Priorities (Slide 1 of 2) 

1 Not a priority at all 2 3 / Don't know 4 5 Very high priority Mean

Now I’d like to read you a list of projects and programs that could be funded by this ballot measure.  For each one, please tell me how 
a high a priority it should be.  Please use a scale from one to five, where one means it should not be a priority at all and five means it 

should be a very high priority (Q8-29)

3%

4%

3%

5%

2%

4%

3%

3%

11%

13%

16%

16%

18%

23%

27%

28%

67%

55%

51%

47%

Q21. Keeping public transit service affordable for those who 
depend on it, including seniors, youth, and people with disabilities

Q17. Making it easier to get to work and school using public 
transportation

Q8. Maintaining streets, roads, and highways

Q13. Maintaining and operating existing transit services

1 Not a priority at all 2 3 / Don t know 4 5 Very high priority Mean

4.43

4.22

4.19

4.08

4%

5%

9%

5%

5%

6%

17%

19%

17%

25%

25%

21%

49%

45%

47%

Q14. Improving transportation services for seniors and people 
with disabilities

Q16. Improving local streets to make them safer and more 
efficient for all

Q20. Reducing air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions from 
the county’s cars, trucks, buses, and trains

4.10

4.01

3.90
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1 Not a priority at all 2 3 / Don't know 4 5 Very high priority Mean

Now I’d like to read you a list of projects and programs that could be funded by this ballot measure.  For each one, please tell me how 
a high a priority it should be.  Please use a scale from one to five, where one means it should not be a priority at all and five means it 

should be a very high priority (Q8-29)

Program Priorities (Slide 2 of 2) 

6%

6%

7%

8%

11%

7%

7%

5%

12%

10%

20%

27%

30%

24%

24%

26%

28%

19%

25%

23%

40%

32%

39%

31%

31%

Q11. Providing and supporting alternatives to driving, like 
walking, biking, and public transit

Q9. Expanding transit services and reliability, including 
express bus services

Q22. Expanding the Safe Routes to Schools program

Q10. Expanding road and highway capacity and efficiency

Q18  Restoring public transit service cuts

1 Not a priority at all 2 3 / Don t know 4 5 Very high priority Mean

3.87

3.73

3.78

3.57

3 5511%

13%

11%

10%

10%

12%

14%

16%

24%

23%

24%

35%

23%

22%

21%

18%

31%

31%

29%

20%

Q18. Restoring public transit service cuts

Q19. Providing a free bus transit pass to all middle and 
high school students in the county

Q15. Expanding bicycle and pedestrian improvements

Q12. Improving the movement of goods, freight, and cargo

3.55

3.46

3.42

3.21
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Public Transportation Programs:
Keeping Public Transit Affordable & Making it Easier to Take 

are the Highest Priorities 

1 &2 Not a priority 3 / Don't know 4 5 Very high priority Mean

Public Transportation

5%

8%

10%

9%

11%

13%

16%

17%

18%

23%

28%

25%

67%

55%

47%

49%

Q21. Keeping public transit service affordable for those 
who depend on it

Q17. Making it easier to get to work and school using 
public transportation

Q13. Maintaining and operating existing transit services

Q14. Improving transportation services for seniors and 
people with disabilities

4.43

4.22

4.08

4.10

13%

21%

25%

27%

24%

23%

28%

23%

22%

32%

31%

31%

Q9. Expanding transit services and reliability, including 
express bus services

Q18. Restoring public transit service cuts

Q19. Providing a free bus transit pass to all middle and 
high school students in the county

3.73

3.55

3.46
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Street, Road & Highway Programs:
Maintaining, Rather Than Improving or Expanding, 

is the Highest Priority 

1 & 2 Not a priority 3 / Don't know 4 5 Very high priority Mean

Streets / Roads & Highways

6%

10%

16%

19%

27%

25%

51%

45%

Q8. Maintaining streets, roads, and highways

Q16. Improving local streets to make them safer / more 
efficient for all

4.19

4.01

20% 24% 25% 31%Q10. Expanding road and highway capacity and efficiency
3.57
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Alternatives to Driving / Pedestrian Safety Programs:
Providing & Supporting Alternatives to Driving 

is the Highest Priority 

1 & 2 N t  i it 3 / D 't k 4 5 V  hi h i it M

Alternatives to Driving / Pedestrian Safety

13%

13%

20%

30%

26%

19%

40%

39%

Q11. Providing and supporting alternatives to driving, like 
walking, biking, and public transit

Q22. Expanding the Safe Routes to Schools program

1 & 2 Not a priority 3 / Don t know 4 5 Very high priority Mean

3.87

3.78

25% 24% 21% 29%Q15. Expanding bicycle and pedestrian improvements
3.42

Alameda CTC Transportation Expenditure Plan Update 
Survey #1                                                                         

EMC 11-4407



3/24/2011

13

25

Air Pollution / Freight & Cargo:
Reducing Air Pollution From County Vehicles is the 

Highest Priority

1 & 2 Not a priority 3 / Don't know 4 5 Very high priority Mean

Air pollution & Cargo / Freight

15% 17% 21% 47%
Q20. Reducing air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions 

from the county’s cars, trucks, buses, and trains
3.90

26% 35% 18% 20%Q12. Improving the movement of goods, freight, and cargo 3.21
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Projects: The Nimitz is Still Nasty

1 Not a priority at all 2 3 / Don't know 4 5 Very high priority Mean

Now I’d like to read you a list of projects and programs that could be funded by this ballot measure.  For each one, please tell me how 
a high a priority it should be.  Please use a scale from one to five, where one means it should not be a priority at all and five means it 

should be a very high priority (Q8-29)

10%

11%

12%

14%

7%

13%

14%

13%

19%

24%

26%

28%

23%

19%

21%

22%

40%

32%

28%

22%

Q29. Reducing traffic on I-880 by extending carpool 
lanes and using technologies that improve traffic flow

Q23. Extending Bart to Livermore

Q24. Extending commuter trains over the Dumbarton 
Bridge to improve the commute to Silicon Valley

Q28. Completing bicycle commuting corridors, like the 
Bay Trail and the East Bay Greenway

1 Not a priority at all 2 3 / Don t know 4 5 Very high priority Mean

3.75

3.48

3.38

3.23

14%

13%

18%

12%

17%

20%

30%

32%

30%

21%

18%

16%

23%

21%

16%

Q25. Improving and expanding Ace Train service

Q26. Improving and expanding ferry service from 
Oakland and Alameda to San Francisco

Q27. Widening Route 84 between I-580 and I-680 near 
Livermore and Pleasanton

3.26

3.17

2.92
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Overall (100%)

Central Alameda Co. (21%)

East Alameda Co. (15%)

North Alameda Co. (46%)

South Alameda Co. (18%)

Projects Across Regions

Means Shown: 
SCALE (1 to 5): 1-Not be a priority at all  --------------------- 5-Very high priority

3.75

3.48

3.38

3.26

3.88

3.66

3.42

3.32

3.33

3.63

3.21

3.32

3.85

3.32

3.32

3.16

3.71

3.71

3.65

3.44

Q29. Reducing traffic on I-880 

Q23. Extending Bart to Livermore

Q24. Extending commuter trains
over the Dumbarton Bridge

Q25. Improving and expanding
Ace Train service

3.23

3.17

2.92

3.12

3.26

3.15

2.87

2.79

3.26

3.53

3.29

2.64

3.01

3.06

3.11

Q28. Completing bicycle 
commuting corridors

Q26. Improving and expanding
ferry service from Oakland

Q27. Widening Route 84
between I-580 and I-680
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Projects Across Regions (alternate view)

Program / Project Overall (100%) Central East 
Alameda Co. 

North 
Alameda Co. 

South 
Alameda Co. 

Means Shown
SCALE (1 to 5): 1-Not be a priority at all  --------------------- 5-Very high priority

Program / Project Overall (100%) Alameda Co. (21%) Alameda Co. 
(15%)

Alameda Co. 
(46%)

Alameda Co. 
(18%)

Q29. Reducing traffic on I-880 by 
extending carpool lanes and using 

technologies that improve traffic flow
3.75 * 3.88 * 3.33 * 3.85 * 3.71 *

Q23. Extending Bart to Livermore 3.48 * 3.66 * 3.63 * 3.32 * 3.58 *

Q24. Extending commuter trains over 
the Dumbarton Bridge to improve the 

commute to Silicon Valley
3.38 * 3.42 * 3.21 3.32 * 3.65 *

Q25. Improving and expanding Ace 
Train service

3.26 3.32 3.32 * 3.16 3.44

Alameda CTC Transportation Expenditure Plan Update 
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EMC 11-4407

Q28. Completing bicycle commuting 
corridors, like the Bay Trail and the 

East Bay Greenway
3.23 3.12 2.87 3.53 * 3.01

Q26. Improving and expanding ferry 
service from Oakland and Alameda to 

San Francisco
3.17 3.26 2.79 3.29 3.06

Q27. Widening Route 84 between I-
580 and I-680 near Livermore and 

Pleasanton
2.92 3.15 3.26 2.64 3.11

* Indicates Top 3 
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Programs & Projects:
Combined Priorities

30

Countywide Programs That Are a Priority For 
More Than 2/3rds of Voters 

5 V  hi h i i 4 T l P i i

Now I’d like to read you a list of projects and programs that could be funded by this ballot measure.  For each one, please tell me how 
a high a priority it should be.  Please use a scale from one to five, where one means it should not be a priority at all and five means it 

should be a very high priority (Q8-29)

67%

55%

51%

47%

18%

23%

27%

28%

85%

78%

78%

75%

Q21. Keeping public transit service affordable for those who 
depend on it, including seniors, youth, and people with disabilities

Q17. Making it easier to get to work and school using public 
transportation

Q8. Maintaining streets, roads, and highways

Q13. Maintaining and operating existing transit services

5 Very high priority 4 Total Priority

49%

45%

47%

25%

25%

21%

74%

70%

68%

Q14. Improving transportation services for seniors and people 
with disabilities

Q16. Improving local streets to make them safer and more efficient 
for all

Q20. Reducing air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions from the 
county’s cars, trucks, buses, and trains

Alameda CTC Transportation Expenditure Plan Update 
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31

Lower Countywide Priorities

Now I’d like to read you a list of projects and programs that could be funded by this ballot measure.  For each one, please tell me how 
a high a priority it should be.  Please use a scale from one to five, where one means it should not be a priority at all and five means it 

should be a very high priority (Q8-29)

5 Very high priority 4 Total Priority

40%

40%

32%

39%

31%

26%

23%

28%

19%

25%

66%

63%

60%

58%

56%

Q11. Providing and supporting alternatives to driving, like walking, biking, and 
public transit

*Q29. Reducing traffic on I-880 by extending carpool lanes and using 
technologies that improve traffic flow

Q9. Expanding transit services and reliability, including express bus services

Q22. Expanding the Safe Routes to Schools program

Q10. Expanding road and highway capacity and efficiency

Alameda CTC Transportation Expenditure Plan Update 
Survey #1                                                                         

EMC 11-4407

*Project 

31%

31%

32%

29%

23%

22%

19%

21%

54%

53%

51%

50%

Q18. Restoring public transit service cuts

Q19. Providing a free bus transit pass to all middle and high school students 
in the county

*Q23. Extending Bart to Livermore

Q15. Expanding bicycle and pedestrian improvements

32

Countywide, Most Projects Have Less Priority 
Than Programs   

Now I’d like to read you a list of projects and programs that could be funded by this ballot measure.  For each one, please tell me how 
a high a priority it should be.  Please use a scale from one to five, where one means it should not be a priority at all and five means it 

should be a very high priority (Q8-29)

5 V  hi h i it 4 T t l P i it

28%

22%

23%

21%

22%

21%

49%

44%

44%

*Q24. Extending commuter trains over the Dumbarton Bridge to 
improve the commute to Silicon Valley

*Q28. Completing bicycle commuting corridors, like the Bay Trail and 
the East Bay Greenway

*Q25. Improving and expanding Ace Train service

*Q26 I i  d di  f  i  f  O kl d d 

5 Very high priority 4 Total Priority
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*Project 

21%

20%

16%

18%

18%

16%

39%

38%

32%

*Q26. Improving and expanding ferry service from Oakland and 
Alameda to San Francisco

Q12. Improving the movement of goods, freight, and cargo

*Q27. Widening Route 84 between I-580 and I-680 near Livermore and 
Pleasanton
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Gasoline Tax Measure

34

Majority Oppose Gasoline Tax

There may be a measure on the 
ballot in a future election that would 
i  h    li  i  h  

100%

No rejectincrease the tax on gasoline in the 
Bay Area by 10 cents per gallon. This 
measure would pay for maintenance 
of local streets and roads as well as 
improvements to public 
transportation, such as BART. If this 
measure were on the ballot today, 
are you likely to vote yes to approve 
it, or no to oppose it? (Q45) 1%2% 2%

57%

33%

67%

No, reject

(Lean no)

Undecided
/DK

(Lean yes)

Y  

59% No

38%

0%

Yes, 
approve

39% Yes
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35

More Information Led to More Opposition

100%Supporters of this 
measure say that it 
makes sense to tax 
gasoline because it 

2% 1%

59% 61%

33%

67%No, reject

Undecided/
DK

Yes, 

gasoline because it 
would pay for 

improvements that 
benefit everyone 

throughout the region, 
like better roads and 
more reliable public 

transit.  Opponents of 
this measure say it will 
place an unfair burden 
on people with long 

39% 37%

0%

Initial Vote:
Gasoline Tax

Vote After Information:
Gasoline Tax

,
approve

on people with long 
commutes to work or 

school, and local 
governments should 
make better use of 

existing taxes before 
asking for more. 
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